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put new courage into the Protestants. A council
was called for that afternoon, and it was decided
that there should be no surrender. An ambas-
sador was appointed to go to London and urge
upon Queen Elizabeth the dire need of the
Protestants. This mission was entrusted to
Maitland of Lethington. He had been one of
Mary's most trusted counsellors, but he had
joined the Congregation, and was to show himself
in the future a man who could be faithful to none.
But he was an experienced and subtle diplomat,
and was probably the best messenger whom the
Reformers could have sent to appeal to the English
for assistance.
The Congregation scattered. Knox went on
another preaching tour, and found that, although
the leaders had shown signs of weakness, the
people were as enthusiastic as ever for the
reformed religion and as certain as himself of its
ultimate triumph. Mary of Guise seemed to have
been satisfied with her success for the present, and
not until three months after the retreat of the
Protestants did she attempt to subdue the stronger
centres held by them. D'Oysel invaded Fife at
the head of the regent's army, and, although a
force under Arran and Lord James Stewart
desperately tried to stop his progress, Ihe French
commander advanced to within a few miles of
St. Andrews.
The town would doubtless have fallen before